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Teaching and Research Programme

The Department of Diaspora Studies proposes to run an
interdisciplinary research cum teaching programme which explores the
diasporic issues in the interactive zone of various social science and
humanities disciplines such as History, Sociology, Economics, political
science, literature and cultural studies.

The Department will envisage research on historical context of
the Indian Diaspora, civilizational heritage of diasporic communities,
continuities and transformation in culture, economy and political life,
besides promoting communication and linkages between India and the
Indian Diaspora.

The Indian Diaspora today constitutes an important, and in some
respects unique force in world culture. The origins of the modern Indian
diaspora lie mainly in the subjugation of India by the British and its
incorporation into the British Empire. Indians were taken over as
Indentured labour to far — flung parts of the empire in the nineteenth
century, a circumstance to which the modern Indian populations of Fiji,
Mauritius, Guyana, Trinidad, Suriname, Malaysia, South Africa,
Sri Lanka and other places attest in their own peculiar ways.

The department proposes to study making and function of Indian
diaspora from colonial to contemporary. Special focus of this
programme will be to study Indian Diaspora making through indentured
Labour System.
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The department through its special research initiative will address the following
Issues:

e The process of emigration, settlement and identity formation in the host
societies.

e Migration and Homeland: Memories, Narratives and Oral Histories.

e Ethnicity of Indian diasporic communities in relation to the changing
power structures, under which ethnic identity is an integrative or divisive
force.

e Indian Diaspora in relation to the on-going struggles for identity at the
national and global level, and in relation to increasing -ethnic

consciousness in India.

e Transnational networks and linkages between India and the linkage
between India and the diaspora, and between diasporic communities.

e Contributions of the Indian diaspora to the socio-political, scientific,
technological and industrial development in host societies.

e Diaspora and Indian State: Institutions, Agencies and Policies

e Ethnographic studies on the Indian diaspora.

e Comparative studies of creative writings on the Indian Diaspora by Indian
writers, Diasporic Indian writers and non Indian writers. Research into the
new cultural forms of the Indian Diaspora, including popular culture.
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M. Phil. In Migration, Diaspora and Transnational Cultural Studies
(2011-12)

Syllabus

PAPER 1

Research Methodology and Computer Application

The paper is designed to produce sensitive researchers well equipped with research
techniques, so as to enable smooth and standard research as per the international requirements of
methodology. It specifies the teaching of research methods which may provide new and
innovative perspectives to understand the Indian diaspora in making.

UNIT 1: Research Design
Types of Research, Selection of research topic in diasporic and transnational setting,
Literature Review, Defining objectives, Formation of Hypothesis, Sources and types of
data, Instruments of collection of primary and secondary data, Qualitative and
Quantitative Analysis, Preparation of Research Report, Citations and Bibliographic
method.
UNIT 2: Alternative Research Methodology:
A. Oral Histories of dislocated: colonial and post colonial
1. Memories
2. Narratives
3. Autobiographies
4. Visual representations
B. Study of Archives and Documents

Data Collection

- Homeland: ERK (English Record Keeping) sections in District Headquarters,
District & State Imperial Gazetteers, State and national Archives, Depot and
Sub-Depot Registers

- Destinations: Immigration Passes, Ship Registers, Immigration Registers.

- British Museum, London
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UNIT 3:

Methods of Creating Ethnography of People, Ideas and Cultural Artifacts.

UNIT 4: Ancestral Root Search in Homeland Perspective (Field Work)

Ancestral Search Datasheet, Immigration Passes of the ancestors, Photos and other
relevant information available, Immigration Register, Ship Registers in Destination
Archives, Locating Ancestral District, Thana, Village. Preparation of Genealogical charts
For Filial Relatives, Searching Revenue and Land Records. (Class room display of
Documentary ©* On c e Mo r e ByRShumdell Reashd and discussion of relevant
case studies)

UNIT 5: Computer Operation and Applications (As Separate Paper)

(a) compulsory course as designed for M. Phil. by LILA*

(b) Analysis of large-scale Data and Quantitative Analysis: SPSS, Stats

(@) Analysis of Qualitative Data: Nvivo, Atlas T, Anthropos, SPSS for Qualitative Analysis

*(Laboratory in Informatics for the Liberal Arts)

PAPER 2

Migration, Diaspora and Transnational Cultural Studies

(Concepts, Theories and process)

This paper provides theoretical insights to the student. It aims to deliver in depth
analysis to the concept and prevailing theories of migration and Diaspora to formulate the state
of studies. It will help students to understand new formations in the knowledge structure
regarding ongoing process of various kinds of migration.

UNIT 1: Migration
a. Introduction
i. Defining migration

ii. Internal and International,

Transient and Seasonal,

Nomadism and Settlement.
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iii. Capital market theory
iv. Political Supremacy
v. Loss and Recovery
b. Typology of Migration and Diaspora
i. Labour Migrants: Skill Migration and Talent Migration
ii. Refugees and asylum seekers
iii. Undocumented migrants
iv. Human smuggling and trafficking
v. Networks and ethnic enclaves
vi. Victim Diaspora and Distress Diaspora
c. Process of Migration:
i. Melting pot or Salad Bowl
ii. Enclave theory
iii. Governance and Assimilation debates
iv. Social networking
UNIT 2: Diaspora and Tansnationalism
- Definition, Types, Creation of Diaspora, Conceptual Framework
- Transnationalism: as a social Morphology
as a type of consciousness
as a mode of cultural reproduction

as a reconstruction of ‘Place’ or locality

- Diaspora and Transnational Social Networks, Social capital,
Cyber-communities.

- Similarities and Difference between twin concepts.
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UNIT 3: Identity
a. Diasporic Identity
b. Homeland and Hostland
c. Hybridity and Assimilation
d. Sandwich Culture
e. Bidesia
f. Jahaji
g. Multiculturalism and Politics of Cultural Renaissance
h. ldentity as performance: Art, literature and popular culture
I. Imaginative community and Homeland imaginary
UNIT 4: Connecting and Reconnecting
a. Communicative Flows between the Diaspora and ‘Homeland’
b. Economic and Social-Cultural Remittances
c. Brain—Gain
d. Role in Socio-economic and Technological development in Ancestral
Homeland
UNIT 5:  Nationalist thinkers and new theorists (Selected Essays)
1. Gandhi
2. Nehru
3. Baba Ramchandra
4. Tota Ram Sanadhya
5. B D Sanyasi
6. Paul Gilroy

7. Arjun Appadurai

8. Homi Bhabha
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PAPER 3
Mapping Indian Diaspora
This paper will map the trajectories and making on Indian diaspora through 19 and 20™

centuries till date. It shall provide an overview of evolution, expansion and conditions in which
the diaspora grew; and discuss the emerging transnational cultural and societal public spheres
mediated by fast channels of electronic communication and transportation. This paper consists
of Five Units:
Unit 1: Waves and Patterns of Migration
(A) Waves:

a. Historic

b. Pre Colonial

c. Colonial

d. Post Colonial

e. Age of Globalization
(B) Patterns:

f. Convict Migration

g. The Indenture Labor System

h. The Kangani and Maistry Systems

i. Free Migration

j.  Trading Networks In Southeast Asia

k. Brain and Skill Drain/ Exchange
Unit 2: Overseas Indian Diaspora Communities

a. Indian Ocean Zone: South and East Africa, Mauritius, Sri Lanka, Malaysia

b. Pacific Zone: Fiji, New Zealand, Australia, Indonesia

c. Caribbean Zone: Guyana, Trinidad, Surinam
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d. North America, UK & Europe (especial reference to Gypsies)

e. West Asia

=h

Francophone Countries: Guadeloupe, Martinique, Reunion islands.
g. Second and subsequent Diaspora

Unit 3: Socio- cultural Processes in Indian Diaspora

1. Diverse Indian ldentities (Region and Language):

Gujrati, Punjabi, Marathi, Bengali, Bhojpuri, Tamil, Malayali, Telugu
Diaspora

2. Dynamics of OHost o6 Society
(@) Other/ imposed identity: “ ¢ o & f{'dukanwala”
(b) Self image: “girmitia” ,kalkatia, madr asi , j / dah
(c) Hyphenated identity: indo-------
3. Transformations in social institutions:
Family, marriage & kinship networks, caste system.
4. Cultural Baggage Tangible and Intangible forms of cultural memories:
a. Values
b. Traditions
c. ldeas
d. Habits
e. Narratives
f. Festivals and celebrations

g. Folk forms and performances

a ]
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Unit 4: Indian Diaspora and Popular Culture:
1. Religious Traditions and Popular sects:

Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism, Jainism, Christianity, Zoroastrianism. Sanatani,
Aryasamaji, Kabirpanthi, Swaminarayan, Rabidasies

2. Dynamics of Languages:

Language maintenance, effect of creole, pidgins and koine formation in Indian
speech community, OBH (Overseas Bhojpuri Hindi) Sarnami, Kalkatiya bat
(Natali Hindi), purniya Hindi, Fiji Hindi. Attrition of Trinidad Bhojpuri and
Standard Hindi
3. Popular Culture:
(a)Forms: Chatni Music, Fusion, Dance, Music, fashion, Bollywood Films
(b) Media: Newspapers, Literary Magazines, Satellite television, internet

4. Food Culture: Continuity and change

Unit 5: Understanding through Texts (Hindi and English Diasporic writers)
1. Introduction to literary representation
2. selected texts:
(A) Sea of poppies
(B) Lal Pasina
(C) Jahajin
Unit 6: Indian State and the Indian Diaspora:

1. Pre-independent Period
2. Early decades of independence
3. Globalized India
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