Abstracts and papers

The abstract, not exceeding 300 words typed in MS
word (Font-Times New Roman, Size — 12), mentioning title,
name(s) of author(s) and address should reach via e-mail
seminaranthro2012@gmail .com by 5" August, 2013. Full
papers, not exceeding 3000 words should reach on or before
19" August, 2013.
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Registration

Registration is compulsory for all the delegates. There
will be on-the-spot registration for the outstation delegates. For
all the local delegates, last date for registration is 23 August ,
2013. Registration fee is {700/- for all participants.
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About the University and Department

Mahatma  Gandhi  Antarrashtriya ~ Hindi
Vishwavidyalaya is a central university established in
1997 with a view to enrich hindi language and literature
by teaching and research. There are five schools in the
University viz- School of Culture, School of Language,
School of Literature, School of Translation and
Interpretation, School of Humanities and Social Sciences.
The department of Anthropology was established in
September 17, 2009.
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How to reach the venue?

Wardha bus stand and railway station is about 6 Kms.
from the university campus. The Sevagram railway station is
around 8 Kms & Nagpur railway station is 80 Kms from the
campus. Railway service is frequently available from Nagpur
Railway station to Sevagram and Wardha.
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Introductory note on the seminar theme

A National seminar on “Tribal Unrest in Central
India: Causes, Challenges and Possibilities” is going to be held
in Mahatma Gandhi Antarrashtriya Hindi Vishwavidyalaya,
Wardha, Maharashtra. As you may be aware, Mahatma Gandhi
Antarrashtriya Hindi Vishwavidyalaya (MGAHV), Wardha was
established for the promotion and development of Hindi
language and literature, through teaching and research, with a
view to enabling Hindi to achieve greater functional efficiency
and recognition as a major international language. This
University is presently running many programmes at Masters
and Research levels in various disciplines of higher learning.

The names of three broad zones of tribal distribution
in India are north eastern, central and southern zone. Wardha,
the location of Mahatma Gandhi Antarrashtriya Hindi
Vishwavidyalaya, is in Central India. Central tribal zone of
India occupies the important position in terms of numerical
strength of the tribes in India. More than half of the tribal
population is concentrated in the states of central India. Most of
the areas of Central India spread over different states fall under
the Fifth Schedule of the Constitution which provides
safeguards for ensuring the tribal group’s ‘access to and control
and management of life support systems’ comprising mainly
land, forest and water resources. There are other constitutional
provisions for the tribals for sustaining a favorable environment
by maintaining their cultural identity, ethos and values. But it is
a painful fact that these goals remain unfulfilled. Despite all the
provisions and planned investments by the state on health,
education, training and social services, human development
indicators of their life are far behind the national average. The
emerging socio-economic developments pressurize the poor
tribes to be displaced and become ‘ecological refugees’. Even in
the Scheduled Areas the Adivasis have suffered from alienation
and their social structure based on equality and egalitarianism is
threatened. There are other problems such as indebtedness,
exploitation, loss of natural resources and indigenous
knowledge system. Sheer apathy on the part of Indian State
resulting in the lack of opportunities to lead a life full of dignity
and opportunities has resulted in nonviolent ways of protest and
manifestation of anger. As a result maoist activity in central
India has increased. By and large, tribal unrest in Central India
is mainly in search of means of livelihood and dignity. Certain
spaces of movements, to me, appear to be occupied by socio-
political or religious maneuvers.

Against the backdrop of above, The department of
Anthropology, Mahatma Gandhi Antarrashtriya Hindi
Vishwavidyalaya, Wardha has decided to organize a two
day seminar on “Tribal Unrest in Central India: Causes,
Challenges and Possibilities” on 26"-27" August, 2013. The
major emphasis on this exercise is an assessment of the
academic and administrative reflections of the bureaucrats and
government officials especially those dealing with law and
order issues and who have had rich experience of working in
tribal areas. We also invite lectures and deliberations from the
eminent researchers and academics. Accordingly, in order to
take stock of our professional performances at the outset, a
special session will be held for the delegates who have long
experience and exposure to Naxalite activities in Central India.
With these professionals there will be a large number of those
activists who sincerely believe that the issue is not merely a law
and order issue but has larger connotations like lack of
opportunities in these areas and faulty model of development in
the country.

Keeping in mind your rich contribution, vast work
experience and professional expertise we take this
opportunity to cordially invite you for presentation and
active participation on 26-27 August, 2013 at Mahatma
Gandhi Antarrashtriya Hindi Vishwavidyalaya, Wardha. We
therefore request you to kindly mail us your paper and travel
plan at earliest via seminaranthro2012@gmail.com
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